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worshipped in the Rig Veda is no less than God invoked in
the form of Supreme Knowledge ( Parabrdhmajnana).
In conclusion, I may say that the Vedic ideal of literary
composition in which every word must tell and convey the
maximum of thought and in which no word must appear to
he merely decorative or superfluous has not been entirely lost
to later times.    There is many a master of English literature
who has sought to achieve this ideal in his own way through
the medium of his own language with its difference in out-
look and other conditioning factors.    I may mention, for
instance, a master of English like Shakespeare or Bacon.    I
do not,  however,  propose  to  mention  any later   English
authors.   But,   generally   speaking,   modern   literature   is
inclined to be too wordy, verbose, garrulous, grandiose, and
rhetorical.   One has to wade through pages of matter before
understanding the point the author drives at.   A model of
English prose is the Bible of which every word is in its posi-
tion as an inevitable natural necessity.    "Blessed are the
pure in heart, for they shall see God. "    What a wealth and
world of meaning are contained in a nutshell in these few
words!    The meaning of these words cannot be understood
by mere reading.  They open up vistas of Truth which reveals
itself only to contemplation.   They are " the pure in heart "
who  feel  the  " one  touch  of Nature  [ which ] makes  the
whole world kin, " who are filled with a spirit of oneness and
are identified with all fellow-creatures to whom   they  feel
bound  in  ties of Universal Brotherhood.    The individual
whose heart has undergone this process of purification and
expansion is no longer the narrow selfish individual dominat-
ed by the sense of the ego but a generalised and universalised
individual, if he may be still called an individual.    He is
in tune with the Infinite.    He lives in God and therefore
constantly sees Him, as is stated in the Rig Vedic Prayer
cited above.   In modern India, Mahatma Gandhi stands out
as having achieved this high literary ideal in his composi-
tions.   He is so widely read that it is not necessary for me
to cite examples of his literary art.   He ranks today among
the greatest masters of English prose, as is admitted on all
hands.   Let me conclude this discourse by a citation which
I make at random from his writings,